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The Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and grant him peace — said,
“Every matter of importance not begun with the praise of Allah is cut off.”
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Transliteration Key (IJJMES)

(Based on the standard system of the International Journal of Middle

East Studies)
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Symbols and Abbreviations

(Ligatures representing traditional honorifics and abbreviations used
in the text and notes)

Glyphs Translation
% “Mighty and Sublime”

“Glorified and Exalted”

“Blessed and Exalted”

Y “Exalted is His Majesty”
“In the Name of Allah, The Compassionate, The
Merciful”
“May Allah bless him [& his family], [& grant
him/them peace]”
“Upon him/her/them/them(dual) be [blessings &]
peace”
“May Allah be pleased with him/her/ them/
them(dual)/them(fem.)”
A‘;"[’,,J / Q“,’) “May Allah have mercy on him/them”
% “May his secret be sanctified”
“aﬁ “His peace upon us”

Abbr. Meaning

AH Anno Hegirae. The Islamic lunar calendar.

CE Common Era. The Gregorian calendar.

d. Died. Indicates the year of a scholar’s death.

ed. Editor, or edition.

Lit. Literally. Used to indicate the linguistic meaning.

no. /nos. Number. Used to cite specific hadith numbers.

p-/pp-  Page/Pages.

vol. Volume.
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Hadith Classifications

(Terms used in the footnotes to indicate the reliability of a report)

Term Definition

Sahih Sound / Authentic. A report transmitted by a continuous
chain of upright (‘adil) and precise narrators, free from
hidden defects ( “illa) or irregularity (shudhudh).

Hasan Good / Acceptable. A report that meets the criteria of Sahih
except that a narrator’s precision is slightly lesser. It is valid
for establishing rulings.

Hasan Sahih Good and Authentic. A compound grade used by Imam al-
Tirmidhi, indicating strong reliability—either due to multiple
supporting chains or a report at the upper tier of Hasan.

Hasan Good but Solitary. A term used by Imam al-Tirmidhi for a
Gharib report judged acceptable despite being transmitted through a
limited or solitary chain.

Da‘if Weak. A report that fails to meet the criteria of Hasan, due to
a break in the chain or a narrator lacking reliability or
precision.

Munkar Rejected. A report transmitted by a weak narrator that
contradicts a narration from a stronger or more reliable
source.

Matrak Abandoned. A designation applied primarily to a narrator
accused of lying or excessive error; reports transmitted
through such a narrator are rejected.

Mawda Fabricated. A report falsely attributed to the Prophet %,
impermissible to transmit except to expose its fabrication.

Gharib Solitary / Rare. A report transmitted by only one narrator at
a particular level of the chain.

Marfa Elevated. A report attributed directly to the Prophet %,
regardless of the chain’s authenticity.

Mawqaf Suspended. A report attributed to a Companion (Sahabi),
representing their own statement or action rather than the
Prophet’s.
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Introduction to the Translation!

The eminent 5th/1lth-century Shafi‘i-Ash‘ari scholar Aba '1-
Qasim ‘ Abd al-Karim ibn Hawazin al-Qushayri (376-465 AH /
986-1072 CE) stands as a towering figure in the history of Islamic
thought. “The Shaykh of Khurasan,” as he was known in his time,
al-Qushayrt was an authority across vast disciplines, including
Qur ’anic exegesis (tafsir), hadith, jurisprudence (figh), theology
(kalam), grammar (nahw), and poetry (shi‘r). Yet, for all his
intellectual breadth, modern perceptions of him remain largely
confined to his role as a defender of Sufism (tasawwuf), most
notably through his seminal work, the Risala.

The present volume seeks to correct this imbalance by
highlighting his profound, yet often overlooked, mastery of hadith.
Translated here into English for the first time is al-QushayrT’s
short collection Kitab al-Arba “in fi Tashth al-Mu ‘ amala (The Book
of Forty Hadith on the Rectification of Conduct). This concise
compilation provides fifty-six hadiths that demonstrate how one
may cultivate refined character through adherence to the
Prophetic model (sunna). Beyond its practical utility, it firmly
establishes al-Qushayri in his respected role as a traditionist
(muhaddith), showcasing his expertise as a transmitter, compiler,
and interpreter of hadith.

To be sure, al-QushayrT’s engagement with hadith was not
peripheral but foundational. This should come as no surprise,
given that he lived and taught in Khurasan, the same region that
produced giants of hadith scholarship such as Muhammad ibn
Isma ‘1l al-Bukhari and Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj al-Nisaburi, the
compilers of the two Sahih collections of hadith in the Sunni
tradition. He studied under Abu ‘ Abd Allah Muhammad ibn * Ali
al-Hakim al-Nisaburi—author of the voluminous Mustadrak—
whom he frequently cites in the chains of transmissions (isnad) for
the hadiths in this work. He was also a close associate of Abu Bakr
Ahmad ibn ‘ Ali al-Bayhagi (d. 458/1066), one of the most prolific
and authoritative traditionists in Islamic history.

! This introduction draws extensively on the biographical and historical research
presented in Bilal Orfali and Francesco Chiabotti, The Amali of Abi I-Qasim al-
Qushayri (Beirut: Dar El-Machreq, 2020), particularly pages 9-21.
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This immersion in the Prophetic tradition is further evident
across his major writings. His Qur " anic commentary Lata "if al-
Isharat incorporates select but pertinent prophetic reports, his
treatise on the Night Journey, Kitab al-Mi raj, opens with a
chapter dedicated to them, and his magnum opus, the Risala, opens
each chapter on the spiritual stations (maqam) with hadiths
complete with their isnads. Beyond his authored works, al-
Qushayri famously convened dictation sessions of hadith (amali),
which he held regularly from 437/1045-6 until his death in
465/1072. Such was his standing that his contemporary, the
eminent historian and critic of hadith transmitters, al-Khatib al-
Baghdadi, explicitly defined him as thiga—a trustworthy
muhaddith.

In composing this collection, al-Qushayr1 participated in the
long and venerated tradition of compiling Arba ‘iniyyat (Forty
Hadith Collections). While this genre may best be known to
readers through al-NawawT’s famous Arba ‘in, which deals with
the foundations of the religion, al-Qushayr?’s collection stands out
as a premier example of a Sufi-oriented Arba ‘in, one that selects
prophetic traditions specifically to guide the aspirant on the path
of spiritual refinement and cultivation of excellent moral
character. The enduring value of this specific work is attested to by
later historians; it is recorded by Ibn al-* Adim in his History of
Aleppo and cited by al-Subkiin his Tabagat, indicating that this text
remained a part of the curriculum for high-level scholarslong after
the author’s death.

The text, preserved through the dictation of one of al-
Qushayr?’s students, Zahir al-Shahhami (d. 533/1138-9), consists
of forty chapters containing a total of fifty-six narrations, more
than half of which contain al-Qushayr?’s characteristic pithy and
instructive commentary. The collection charts a clear spiritual
curriculum. It begins with foundational principles like the pursuit
of knowledge and repentance, then progresses through the
essential virtues of guarding the tongue, reliance on God, and good
conduct with others. Each chapter touches on a distinct aspect of
Islamic practice, making this a concise yet comprehensive manual,
and exceptionally useful for those sincerely looking to improve
their character.

The majority of the reports in the collection substantiate texts
found in the most rigorous canonical collections, Sahih al-Bukhari
and Sahih Muslim. Nevertheless, some weak, and in rare cases,
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fabricated hadiths are also included. To assist the reader, I have
provided takhrij (documentation) in the footnotes that serves to
identify the authenticity of the core text (matn) and to critique the
transmission route only when the matn itself is weak or fabricated.
Although some might argue that the presence of such hadiths
undermines al-Qushayr?’s status as a muhaddith, he is in fact
merely following the methodology attributed to early authorities
like Ahmad ibn Hanbal, permitting leniency with narrations
concerning virtuous deeds (fada ’il al-a ‘mal) while maintaining
strictness for legal rulings.

This translation relies on the critical edition by Muhammad al-
Sayyid al-Barsiji (Amman: Dar al-Fath, 2013). In rendering the
prophetic traditions, priority has been given to the transmission of
meaning (riwdaya bi’l-ma ‘nd) over rigid literalism. The Divine
Name “Allah” has been retalned in preference to “God” and
honorific glyphs (e.g., A»’, 42¢) are used to replace the Arabic
phrases they represent. A key to these symbols is provided in the
front matter. All names of the narrators and technical terms are
transliterated according to the IJMES; however, some common
Islamic terms that have become standard in English, such as
“hadith” and “imam,” may appear without diacritics. Regarding
conventions, historical dates are cited according to the
Hijri/Common Era format (AH/CE). Finally, masculine pronouns
are translated literally but should be understood to denote both
genders unless otherwise indicated.

The ultimate purpose of this volume is to make another of al-
QushayrT’s valuable contributions accessible to the English-
speaking world. It is my hope that this work thus serves the very
purpose the author intended: to be a practical guide for all those
seeking to refine their character.

Fahim Choudhury
Bay Ridge, Brooklyn
01/13/2026
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In the Name ofAllah, The Compassionate, The Merciful
May Allah send His blessings upon our master Muhammad and his

family.
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The Imam,” the scholar, the Hafiz,> Abu ‘ Abd Allah Muhammad
ibn ‘ Abd al-wihid ibn Ahmad al-Maqdisi reported to us, [the
text] being recited to him while I was listening.* He said: Aba Rawh

% Animam is the leader of congregational prayer in Islam. The term is also used to
designate a respected leader or authority within a Muslim community, reflecting
their role as a guide and example.

* Traditionally, a hafiz was a master hadith scholar who had memorized a vast
number of narrations, a high rank within the science of hadith criticism. While
this meaning persists in scholarly contexts, the term now more commonly refers
to a memorizer of the Qur’an, for which the term hamil al-Qur’an was
historically used. For a detailed discussion of the classical ranks of hadith
scholars, see Jonathan A.C. Brown, Hadith: Muhammad’s Legacy in the Medieval
and Modern World, 2nd ed. (London: Oneworld Academic, 2017), chap. 3.

* Lit. “by way of a reading [of the text] to him while I was listening.” This refers to
a formal method of transmission where a student reads a text aloud to the
presiding scholar for verification. The narrator uses this specific phrasing to
confirm that, although he was not the reader, he was present in the session and

1



AL-QUSHAYRI'S FORTY HADITH

“Abd al-Mun ‘im ibn Muhammad ibn Abi ’1-Fadl al-Harawi
informed us in Herat: [A separate chain of transmission.] Shaykh Aba
’1-Barakat al-Hasan ibn Muhammad ibn Hibat Allah al-Shafi‘1
informed us: My uncle, Hafiz Abu ’1-Qasim ° All ibn al-Hasan al-
Dimashqt informed us: They® said: Abu ’1-Qasim Zahir ibn Tahir
ibn Muhammad al-Shahhami al-Mustamli® informed us: The
teacher, Abt '1-Qasim ‘ Abd al-Karim ibn Hawazin al-Qushayri
informed us:

%
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Praise belongs to Allah, the Supporter of His religion, the Clarifier
of the Truth through His argument and proofs, He who sent His
Messenger with guidance and enjoined obedience to him upon all

of creation. May Allah’s blessings be upon him and upon his
family, his progeny, his companions, and his cohort. To proceed:

35 - (7
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Indeed, [when] Allah, the Glorified, made His Prophet Muhammad
—may Allah’s blessings be upon him — the seal of His Prophets, He

personally heard the verified reading, thereby establishing his authority to
transmit the text. For the technical rulings on this terminology, see Ibn al-Salah,
An Introduction to the Science of the Hadith, trans. Eerik Dickinson (Reading:
Garnet, 2006), 108.

® “ Abd al-Mun ‘ im ibn Muhammad ibn Abi ’1-Fadl al-Harawi and Abi ’1-Qasim
¢ Aliibn al-Hasan al-Dimashq.

¢ “The Dictation Assistant” Al-Mustamli refers to the assistant in formal hadith
dictation sessions who repeated the shaykh’s words aloud for the audience to
ensure they were heard clearly and recorded accurately.

2
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protected His community through His rightly-guided successors.”
He made them His heirs in protecting the sanctum of the religion
and defending its domain with clear elucidation.
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Indeed, the Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and grant
him peace — said, as reported to us by al-Hakim Abu ‘ Abd Allah
Muhammad ibn ‘ Abd Allah al-Hafiz — may Allah have mercy on
him — who said: Abt '1-Qasim Yusuf ibn Ya ‘ qub al-Sasi narrated
tome: Abu ’1-Hasan Muhammad ibn Ishaq ibn Ibrahim al-Hanzali
narrated to us: Abi ‘ Umayr al-Nahhas narrated to us: Dumra
narrated to us, on the authority of Ibn Shawdhab, on the authority
of Sa‘1d ibn Ab1 ‘Artuba, on the authority of Qatada, on the
authority of Abt Nadra, on the authority of Aba Sa ‘1d al-Khudr1
who said: “The Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and grant
him peace — addressed us and did not omit a thing before the Hour
except that he informed us of it. Whoever retained it, retained it,
and whoever forgot it, forgot it. Then he said, ‘May Allah gladden
a servant who has heard my sayings and understood them. For
many a carrier of knowledge (figh) is not a jurist (faqih), and it

7 Referring to the four Rightly-Guided Caliphs (Abt Bakr, ¢ Umar, < Uthman, and
* Ali). Al-QushayrT’s context may suggest a broader meaning that includes the
righteous scholars, who are considered in tradition to be the ‘heirs of the
Prophets.’ See: Sunan Abi Dawiid 3641.
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may be that a carrier of knowledge [transmits it] to one who is
more astute than him.””®
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He charged them with preserving what he said and transmitting it
to others. He —may Allah bless him and grant him peace —also said
as reported to us by al-Hakim Abtu ‘ Abd Allah Muhammad ibn
 Abd Allah al-Hafiz [who said]: Aba * Ali al-Hasan ibn Muhammad
al-Saghani informed us in Merv: Aba Raja’ ibn Hamdawayh
narrated to us: al- * Ala* ibn Muslama narrated to us: Isma ‘1l ibn
Yahya al-Taymi narrated to us on the authority of Sufyan al-
Thawri, on the authority of Layth, on the authority of Tawus, on
the authority of Ibn ‘ Abbas who said: The Messenger of Allah —
may Allah bless him and his family and grant them peace — said:
“Whoever conveys a single Hadith to my nation, by which he
establishes a Sunnah and repels an innovation, will have the
Garden.”’

é;;um&,d;\”r;;wuwfu\v;ﬁﬂ:;‘”\w‘sxm

8 Recorded in Sunan al-Tirmidhi, no. 2658; Sunan Abi Dawiid, no. 3660; Sunan Ibn
Majah, no. 230. Al-Tirmidhi grades this narration as hasan sahih in his
commentary on the parallel chain (no. 2657).

® Recorded by Abii Nu ‘ aym al-Asbahani in Hilyat al-Awliya ’, vol. 10, p. 44; Al-
Khatib al-Baghdadi in Sharaf Ashab al-Hadith, no. 171, both narrations with a
slight variation in wording. Al-Qushayri’s chain contains Isma ‘il ibn Yahya al-
Taymi, whom al-Daraqutni classified as a liar (kadhdhab). See al-Daraqutni, Al-
Du “afa’ wa al-Matrikin, vol. 1, p. 256 (no. 79).
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Al-Hakim Abu ‘ Abd Allah — may Allah have mercy on him —
informed us: Abu Muhammad ‘ Abd Allah ibn Ishaq al-Baghawi
informed us in Baghdad: Ahmad ibn al-Haytham al-Samirl
narrated to us: Sa‘ 1d ibn Dawud al-Zanbari narrated to us: Malik
ibn Anas narrated to us, he said: Kathir ibn ‘ Abd Allah al-Muzani
wrote to me, narrating on the authority of his father, on the
authority of his grandfather, on the authority of Bilal ibn al-Harith
that he said: I heard the Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him
and grant him peace — say: “Whoever revives something of my
Sunnah which had died out after me shall have the reward of
whoever acts according to it, without diminishing their
rewards in the least. Whoever innovates something that Allah
and His Messenger are not pleased with shall have the sin of
whoever acts according to it from among the people, without
diminishing the sins of the people in the slightest.”*
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10 Recorded in Sunan al-Tirmidhi, no. 2677; Sunan Ibn Majah, no.209. Al-Tirmidht
grades this narration as Hasan. Note that the chain contains Kathiribn * Abd Allah
al-Muzani who was severely criticized by al-Shafi ‘1, who called him “a pillar of
lying” (rukn min arkan al-kadhib) or “one of the liars” (ahadu al-kadhdhabin); see
Ibn Hajar al- * Asqalani, Tahdhib al-Tahdhib, vol. 3, p. 462. The concept, however,
is supported by the rigorously authentic hadith in Sahith Muslim, no. 1017:
“Whoever sets a good precedent in Islam...”

5



AL-QUSHAYRI'S FORTY HADITH

I o) 350 G G5 2 \w\@pww»;%ﬂ‘@

\\'» =

‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn ‘ Abd Allah al-Karizi al-
“Adl" — may Allah have mercy on him — informed us: Abta Bakr
Muhammad ibn ‘ Abd Allah ibn Quraysh narrated to us: Al-Hasan
ibn Sufyan narrated to us: Ahmad ibn Zanjawayh narrated to us:
Al-Hajjaj ibn Nasir narrated to us: Hafs ibn Jumay * narrated to us
on the authority of Aban, from Anas who said: The Messenger of
Allah — may Allah bless him and grant him peace —said: “Whoever
preserves for my community forty hadiths regarding
indispensable matters, Allah shall record him as a learned
jurist.”™
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‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Karizi
informed us: Aba Bakr Muhammad ibn ‘ Abd Allah ibn Quraysh
informed us: Al-Husayn ibn Sufyan narrated to us: ‘ Ali ibn Hajar
narrated to us: Ishaq ibn Najih narrated to us on the authority of
Ibn Jurayj, on the authority of “Ata’ ibn Abi Rabah, on the
authority Ibn ‘ Abbas who said: The Messenger of Allah — may
Allah bless him and his family and grant them peace — said:
“Whoever preserves forty hadiths from the Sunnah for my

" “The Just.”

12 A similar variation has been recorded by Ibn ‘ Adi in Al-Kamil fi Du afd’ al-
Rijal, vol. 8, p. 337. Al-Qushayri’s chain contains Hafs ibn Jumay‘, whom ibn
Hibban classified as a relator of rejected reports (munkar al-hadith) See ibn
Hibban, al-Majrihin, vol. 1, p. 313 (no. 254).
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ON THE RECTIFICATION OF CONDUCT

community, I shall be an intercessor for him on the Day of
Judgement.”®
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In light of these reports, we have set down — in this brief work —
forty chapters on rectifying the servant’s conduct in matters of
spiritual discipline and cultivation of good character. In each
chapter we have related a report with its chain of transmission. In
some chapters more than one report may be mentioned. We ask
Allah Most High to guide those who hear them to implement them,
to protect us from error and frivolity in [our] speech and action,
and to bring [our lives] to a close with goodness, for verily He is the
Guardian and the Patron.

B3 Similar variations have been recorded by al-Bayhaqi in Shu ‘ab al-Tman, nos.
1596, 1597. Al-Qushayri’s chain contains Ishaq ibn Najih al-Malatl. Ibn Hibban
classified him as a “dajjal among the imposters” who openly fabricated hadith.
See Ibn Hibban, al-Majrihin, vol. 1, p. 44 (no. 58).
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1. Seeking Knowledge
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When the servant embarks on the path of servanthood
(“ubudiyya),” the first duty incumbent upon him is to seek the
amount of knowledge necessary to correct his belief in the
Oneness [of Allah].
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Hadith 1: Aba Muhammad Janah ibn Nadhir ibn Janah informed
us in Kuafa: Aba Ja‘far Muhammad ibn ‘All ibn Duhaym al-
Shaybani narrated to us: Muhammad ibn al-Husayn narrated to
us: [Al-Qushayrirelates a separate chain]. Abt Muhammad ibn ‘ Abd
Allah ibn Yasuf al-Asbahani informed us: Abt Sa “1d ibn al-A ‘ rabi

* Servanthood (‘ubidiyya) constitutes the second level of worship in al-
QushayrT’s hierarchy of worship. He writes in his Epistle of Sufism, “I heard the
master Abu ‘ All al-Daqqaq — may Allah have mercy on him — say: ‘Servanthood
(“ubudiyya) is more complete than worship ( ‘ibada); first comes worship, then
servanthood, then servitude (‘ubida). Worship belongs to the common
believers; servanthood to the elect; and servitude to the elect of the elect.”
(Alexander Knysh, The Epistle of Sufism, trans. Alexander Knysh [New York: Paulist
Press, 2007], 210).



AL-QUSHAYRI'S FORTY HADITH

informed us: Ja“ far ibn ‘ Amir al- ‘ Askarl narrated to us: Both"
said: al-Hasan ibn ‘ Atiyya narrated to us: Abu ‘ Atika narrated to
us on the authority of Anas ibn Malik, who said: The Messenger of
Allah — may Allah bless him and his family and grant them peace —
said: “Seek knowledge, even as far as China. Indeed, seeking
knowledge is a duty upon every Muslim.”*¢
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Hadith 2: Sayyid” Abt ’1-Hasan Muhammad ibn al-Husayn al-
Hasanl — may Allah have mercy on him — informed us: Aba Bakr
Muhammad ibn ‘Al ibn Ayyub ibn Salmawayh informed us:
Muhammad ibn Yazid al-Sulami narrated to us: Hafs ibn ‘ Abd al-
Rahman narrated to us: Muhammad ibn ‘ Abd al-Malik narrated
to us on the authority of Hisham ibn ‘ Urwa, on the authority of his
father, on the authority of * A’ isha that she heard the Messenger
of Allah — may Allah bless him and his family and grant them peace
— say: “Indeed, Allah has revealed to me that whoever treads a
path seeking knowledge, a path to Paradise shall be made easy
for him. And whoever is deprived of his eyesight,'® He shall grant
him Paradise in their stead. Excellence in knowledge is better

* Muhammad ibn al-Husayn and Ja‘far ibn * Amir al-‘Askari.
16 Recorded by al-Bayhagi in Shu ‘ab al-Iman, no. 1543. The chain contains Abd

‘Atika, whom al-Bukhari classified as munkar al-hadith. See Ibn Hajar al-
‘ Asqalani, Tahdhib al-Tahdhib, vol. 4, p. 544.

' An honorific denoting a descendant of the Prophet.
18 1jt. “his two precious things” (karimatayhi), an Arabic metonym for the eyes.

10



ON THE RECTIFICATION OF CONDUCT

than excellence in worship and the cornerstone of religion is

scrupulousness.””’

!9 This narration combines three distinct reports. For the first part (Seeking
Knowledge), see Sahih Muslim, no. 2699. For the second (Eyesight), see Sahih al-
Bukhari, no. 5653. For the third (Knowledge vs. Worship), see Sunan al-Darimi,
no. 355. Al-Qushayri presents them here as a single connected report (siyaq
wahid).
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Once the servant has rectified his conviction in the Oneness [of
Allah] and has made his intention exclusively for Allah, the first
station of his spiritual journey is repentance.
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Hadith 3: Sayyid Abu ’l-Hasan Muhammad ibn al-Husayn al-
Hasani — may Allah have mercy on him — has reported to us, he
said: Abu ’1-Qasim ‘ Abd Allah ibn Ibrahim ibn Balawayh narrated
to us, he said: Ahmad ibn Yusuf al-Sulaminarrated to us: * Abd al-
Razzaq narrated to us: Ma ‘' mar narrated to us on the authority of
Hammam ibn Munabbih, who said: This is what AbG Hurayra
narrated to us, he said: The Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless
him and grant him peace — said, “Would one of you be delighted
if his mount were to breakloose from him and then he found it?”
They said, “Yes, O Messenger of Allah.” He said, “By the One in
Whose Hand my soul lies, Allah is more delighted with the

13
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repentance of His servant when he repents than one of you
would be upon finding his lost mount.”*°
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The Shaykh, the teacher, Imam Abu ’1-Qasim al-Qushayrl — may
Allah have mercy on him — said: “Delight, as an attribute of Allah,
the Glorified and Exalted, is to be understood as His beneficence
and generosity towards His servant.”
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Hadith 4: Abu Nu‘ aym ° Abd al-Malik ibn al-Hasan al-Isfarayini,
— may Allah have mercy on him - informed us: Abu ‘ Awana
Ya‘ qub ibn Ishaq informed us: al-Sawma ‘1 narrated to us: Hajjaj
ibn Minhal and ‘Amr ibn ‘Asim narrated to us, they said:
Hammad ibn Salama narrated to us on the authority of Ishaq ibn
 Abd Allah ibn Abi Talha, on the authority of * Abd al-Rahman ibn
AbI ‘ Amra, on the authority of Abi Hurayra, on the authority of

29 For the basis of this report, see Sahih Muslim, no. 2747 and Sahih al-Bukhari, no.
6309. Al-Qushayri presents a summarized version of the longer narrative found
in the Sahih collections.
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ON THE RECTIFICATION OF CONDUCT

the Prophet — may Allah bless him and his family and grant him
peace — who said, speaking on behalf of his Lord: “A servant
committed a sin so he said, ‘O Allah, forgive me.” So He, the
Blessed and Exalted, replied: ‘My servant has committed a sin.
He knows that he has a Lord who forgives sin and punishes for
sin.”” Then the servant returned and committed another sin and
said, ‘O Allah, forgive me.” So He, the Blessed and Exalted,
replied: ‘My servant has committed a sin. He knows that he has
a Lord who forgives sin and punishes for sin.” Then he returned
and committed another sin and said, ‘O Allah, forgive me.” So
He, the Blessed and Exalted, replied: ‘My servant has committed
a sin. He knows that he has a Lord who forgives sin and punishes
for sin. Do as you wish, for I have forgiven you.””*

! Other widely cited narrations of this hadith, such as those found in Sahih al-
Bukhari 7507 and Sahih Muslim 2758a, include the phrase “so He forgave him”
after each of the servant’s pleas.

22 Recorded in Sahih Muslim, no. 2758; Sahih al-Bukhari, no. 7507.

15






*

3. Shame
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One of the factors that prompts sincere repentance from the
servant is his being shy at the Real® observing him in all of his
states.
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Hadith 5: Abx Sa ‘ 1d Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn ‘ Abd Allah al-
Adib* — may Allah have mercy on him - informed us: Abu
‘Uthman ‘ Amr ibn ‘ Abd Allah al-Basri informed us: Aba Ahmad
Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab narrated to us: Ya‘la ibn
‘Ubayd narrated to us: Aban ibn Ishaq narrated to us on the
authority of al-Sabbah ibn Muhammad, on the authority of Murra

3 Al-Hagq (lit., “The Truth” or “The Real”), one of the names of Allah particularly
emphasized in Sufi thought.
24 “The Litterateur” or “The Man of Letters.”
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al-Hamdani, on the authority of ibn Mas ‘ ad that the Prophet of
Allah — may Allah bless him and grant him peace — said one day to
his Companions: “Be shy before Allah, a shyness worthy [of
Him].” They said: “We do feel shy, O Prophet of Allah, and praise
be to Allah.” He said: “It is not that. The one who truly feels shy
before Allah should guard the head* and what it holds,** and the
belly*” and what it contains,’® and let him remember death and
decay.”” Whoever desires the Hereafter forsakes the adornment
of the world. The one who does all of that has been shy before
Allah as He deserves.”*°

% In his commentary on Sunan al-Tirmidhi, Al-Mubarakpiri explains this as
protecting the head from being used “in anything other than obedience to Allah,
by not prostrating to anyone besides Him, not praying to show off, not showing
submissiveness to anyone other than Allah, and not raising it in haughtiness.”
Tuhfat al-Ahwadhi bi-Sharh Jami  al-Tirmidhi, vol. 6, p. 331.

26 This refers to what the head contains, “such as the tongue, the eyes, and the
ears. [He should guard against] using them improperly” al-Mubarakpuri, Tuhfat
al-Ahwadhi, vol. 6, p. 331.

%’ From consuming impermissible food.

28 Al-Mubarakptri continues, “In other words, what is connected to it, such as
the genitals, the legs, the hands, the heart, since all of these appendages are
connected to the body. Protecting them means to not use them in disobedience
but instead in the pleasure of Allah, Most High” Ibid.

29 This refers to the decomposition of the body after death.

30 Recorded in Sunan al-Tirmidhi, no. 2458; Musnad Ahmad, no. 3671. Al-Tirmidht
graded it as gharib. Al-Arna’at graded it as da “if due to the weakness of al-
Sabbah ibn Muhammad.

18
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4. Appeasing the Adversary
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From the perfection of his repentance is to appease his adversary
to the best of his ability.
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Hadith 6: Abu Muhammad Janah ibn Nadhir ibn Janah ibn Ishaq
al-Muharibi informed us in Kufa: my uncle Ahmad ibn Janah ibn
Ishaq narrated to us: AbG ’1-Harish Ahmad ibn ‘ Isa ibn Makhlad
al-Kilabi narrated to us: Ishaq ibn Wahb al-Tahramasi narrated to
us: Ibn Wahb narrated to me on the authority of Malik, on the
authority of Nafi ‘ , on the authority of Ibn ‘ Umar, on the authority
of the Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and grant him
peace — that he said, “Returning a daniq’s* worth of unlawful
wealth is equivalent to seventy accepted pilgrimages in the
sight of Allah.”*

3! An ancient Islamic coin equivalent to ¥ of a dirham.

32 The idea is that one should rectify wrongs committed in this world before they
are taken into account in the Hereafter. Recorded by al-Daylami in al-Firdaws bi-
Ma ’thir al-Khitab, no. 7032. This report is considered mawdi‘ due to the
presence of Ishaq ibn Wahb in its chain. Al-Daraqutni described him as a liar and
a rejected narrator who reported fabrications on the authority of ibn Wahb and
others. See al-Daraqutni, al-Du ‘afa * wa-I-matrakin, vol. 1, p. 258 (no. 99).
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5. Protecting the Tongue from
What is Not Allowed
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Hadith 7: Aba Nu " aym ‘ Abd al-Malik ibn al-Hasan al-Isfarayini,
— may Allah have mercy on him - informed us: Abu ‘ Awana
Ya ' qub ibn Ishaq informed us: Shu‘ ayb ibn ‘ Amr al-Dimashqt
narrated to us: Sufyanibn ‘ Uyayna narrated to us on the authority
of * Amr ibn Dinar who heard Nafi‘ ibn Jubayr al-Hasani report
from Abu Shurayh al-Khuza ‘1 that the Prophet — may Allah bless
him and his family and grant them peace — said: “Whoever
believes in Allah and the Last Day should behave kindly towards
his neighbor. Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day should
be generous™® to his guest. Whoever believes in Allah and the
Last Day should speak what is good or remain silent.”**

3% Or “honor” his guest.
34 Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhdri, no. 6018; Sahih Muslim, no. 47.

21






;.j.“J\ ¢\ L/)J?:Jb <G

6. Forsaking Evil Companions
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A complete repentance entails forsaking evil companions.
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Hadith 8: Sayyid Abu 'l-Hasan Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-
Hasani — may Allah have mercy on him — informed us: Abu ’l-
Ahraz Muhammad ibn Jamil al-Azd1 narrated to us: Aba Bakr ibn
Ab1 ’1- Awwam narrated to us: Sa‘1d ibn ‘ Amir narrated to us:
Shubaylibn ‘ Azra narrated to us on the authority of Murra, on the
authority of Anas ibn Malik, who said: The Messenger of Allah —
may Allah bless him and grant him peace — said: “The example of
arighteous companion is that of a perfume vendor. If you don’t
receive any of his perfume, you are still struck by his fragrance.
The example of an evil companion is that of a blacksmith. If he
does not burn your clothes, you are still struck by his [foul]
odor.”*

3% Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhdri, no. 5534; Sahih Muslim, no. 2628.
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7. A Man Leaving Aside What Does
Not Concern Him
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One of the finest manners of the aspirant, by which his journey
along the path of seeking is made complete, is his leaving aside
what does not concern him.
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Hadith 9: Abu ’l1-Hasan ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Ibrahim ibn
Muhammad informed us: Aba Bakr Muhammad ibn Dawad ibn
Sulayman al-Zahid* narrated to us: Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn
Qutaybainformed me: Ahmad ibn Abi Tahir al-Khurasaninarrated
to us: Yahya ibn al- * Ayzar narrated to us: Muhammad ibn Yasuf
al-Firyabl narrated to us on the authority of Sufyan, on the
authority of al-Ajlah, on the authority of ° Abd Allah ibn Burayda,
on the authority of Abi ’1-Aswad al-Du " ali, on the authority of Ab1
Dharr who said: The Messenger of Allah —may Allah bless him and
grant him peace — said: “From the beauty of a man’s Islam is his
leaving aside what does not concern him.”*’

36 “The Ascetic.” One who renounces worldly comforts to focus on worship.

37 Recorded in Sunan al-Tirmidhi, no. 2317; Sunan Ibn Majah, no.3976. al-Tirmidhi
graded it as gharib.
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Hadith 10: Abu ‘ Abd Allah Muhammad ibn al-Fadl ibn Latif al-
Misriinformed us in Mecca: Aba Tahir Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn
 Abd Allah al-Misri narrated to us in Egypt: Abu ‘ Imran Masa ibn
Sahlibn “ Abd al-Hamid al-Jawn1al- * Abdinarrated tous: * Abd al-
Wahid ibn Ghiyath narrated to us: Qaza‘ a ibn Suwayd al-Sadisi
narrated to us: ‘ Ubayd Allah ibn ‘ Umar narrated to us on the
authority of al-Zuhri, on the authority of * Ali ibn al-Husayn, on
the authority of his father who said: The Messenger of Allah — may
Allah bless him and grant him peace — said: “From the beauty of a
man’s Islam is his leaving aside what does not concern him.”?*®

38 A corroborating chain (shahid) for Hadith 9. See Musnad Ahmad, no. 1737.
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8. Forsaking What Distracts One
from Allah Most High
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Among their etiquettes is abandoning what distracts one from
Allah, The Most High; they forsake what brings greed close to the
heart and distracts one from proximity to the Lord.
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Hadith 11: Abt ’1-Husayn Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Khaffaf*® —
may Allah have mercy on him — reported to us, he said: Aba ’1-
‘Abbas Muhammad ibn Ishaq al-Sarraj*® narrated to us: Abu
Yahya narrated to us: ‘ Abd Allah ibn Raja ’narrated to us: Sa“1d
ibn Yahya ibn Salama informed us on the authority of Abil-Husam:
Muslim ibn Abi Maryam narrated to me on the authority of * Abd
Allah ibn Sarjis that the Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him

39 “The Bootmaker.”

40 “The Saddler.”
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and grant him peace —was praying one day while wearing a striped
cloak (namira).* He then said to a man from among his
companions: “Give me your cloak and take my cloak.” So the
man said, “O Messenger of Allah, your cloak is better than my
cloak.” He responded, “Yes indeed, but it has red stripes on it. I
was afraid that I would look at it and it would distract me from

9942
my prayer.
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The teacher, the Shaykh — may Allah have mercy on him — said: “A
namira is a striped cloak (shamla).*® Its plural forms are anmar and
namirat.”

*I'The term namira shares the same root as namir (leopard/tiger).

2 For the basis of this report, see Sahih al-Bukhari, no. 373 and Sahih Muslim, no.
556. The canonical versions typically describe the garment as a khamisa (a square
woolen blanket), whereas al-Qushayri’s transmission specifies a namira (a
striped cloak).

*3 A shamla is a garment or cloak that one wraps around the body. See J. G. Hava,
Al-Faraid Arabic-English Dictionary, Beirut: Catholic Press, 1899, p. 369.
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9. Earning from Lawful Sources
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Among their etiquettes is refraining from asking others to the best
of their ability, while earning from lawful sources as much as
suffices their needs.
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Hadith 12: Abi Sa  1d Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn ‘ Abd Allah al-
Isma‘1li — may Allah have mercy on him - informed us:
Muhammad ibn Ya ‘ qub narrated to us: Muhammad ibn ‘ Abd al-
Hakam al-Misr1 narrated to us: Anas ibn ‘ Iyad informed us on the
authority of Hisham ibn ‘ Urwa, on the authority of his father, on
the authority of al-Zubayr who said: The Messenger of Allah —may
Allah bless him and his family and grant them peace — said: “It is
better for one of you to take his rope, set out, and carry a bundle
of wood on his back—thereby preserving his honor*‘— than to

*4 Lit. “his face” (wajhahu). In Arabic, the face often serves as a metonym for one’s
honor and personal dignity. The phrase could also carry the eschatological
meaning of “thereby shielding his face [from the Fire].”
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ask people for their things, regardless of whether they give to
him or refuse him.”**

> The same narration in al-Bukhari’s collection has the addition “and then selling
it” (fa yabi aha). Sahih al-Bukhari, no. 1471. Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari, no.
1471; Sahth Muslim, no. 1042.

30



10. Contentment with Sufficiency
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Among their etiquettes is being content with sufficiency* in all
things and discarding what they can do without.

\

Al o T e 2 ks e A asisdioEt oy

5 o

- 2 o %~» - 2 LRI ] % » it ‘{; S 8l
@\;5&;;\:\;;5\.\,5;\ -fj.;;\&jm\;.s\ caddll Opl oy Sl

i\

/ )e Nl

g;.&\.a» g_,ijz;%)é}:{ h \ Jba»di\jjbudomu\mu}

G Sy 5 36 (s Aigg 36y3e R G 106 5N 2

“wot (G2 By Ao :fi/ .o ’i&//.e.v AT e TP AT
G5 e Jyjai S519 ¢so Gp 52 525 (e B o i Sl OB 05
«.9\3?‘\,

Hadith 13: Al-Hakim Aba ‘ Abd Allah Muhammad ibn ‘ Abd Allah
al-Hafiz — may Allah have mercy on him —informed us: Ahmad ibn
Ishaq ibn Ayyub al-Faqth narrated to us: Muhammad ibn Ahmad
ibn al-Walid al-Baghdadi informed us: ‘ Abd Allah ibn ‘ Abd al-
Jabbar narrated to us: ‘ Abd Allah ibn Humayd ibn * Abd Allah al-
Muzani narrated to us on the authority of his father Humayd ibn
‘ Abd Allah, on the authority of Mu ‘ awiya ibn Hayda who said: I
came to the Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and grant
him peace — and asked, “What suffices me from this world?” He
said: “Whatever covers your nakedness and satisfies your
hunger. If you have a house, then good, and if a donkey, then

*6 Literally, “stopping at sufficiency.”
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excellent! A piece of bread and a jug of water [is enough], and
you are held accountable for what is above the izar.”*’

*7 The izar is a cloth that covers the lower-half of the body, from the navel to the
knee, which is the private area of a man in Islamic jurisprudence. Recorded by al-
Bayhadi in Shu ‘ab al-Iman, no. 9880; al-Arba ‘in al-Sughra, no. 75. The isnad is
da ‘if because ‘ Abd Allah ibn Humayd al-Muzani is mastir (of unknown status),
as noted by the editor of the al-Rushd edition of Shu ‘“ab al-Iman, * Abd al-* Ali
‘Abd al-Hamid Hamid. A similar hadith is recorded in Sunan al-Tirmidhi, no.
2341, who classified his chain as hasan sahth.
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Hadith 14: Imam Aba Bakr Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Farak —
may Allah have mercy on him —informed us: * Abd Allah ibn Ja * far
informed us: Yanus ibn Habib narrated to us: Aba Dawad al-
Tayalisi narrated to us: Shu‘ ba narrated to us on the authority of
“Ata’ ibn al-Sa’ib, on the authority of Abi ‘ Abd al-Rahman al-
Sulami, on the authority of Abi ’1-Darda’ who said: I heard the
Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and grant him peace —
say: “The father is the middle door of Paradise. If you wish,

preserve the door, and if you wish, squander [it].”*®
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The Shaykh, the teacher, the Imam — may Allah have mercy on him
— said: “His saying, ‘the middle door of Paradise’ means the best

48 Recorded in Sunan al-Tirmidhi, no. 1900; Sunan Ibn Majah, no. 3663. Graded
sahih by al-Tirmidhi.
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of its doors. It is said: ‘So-and-so is from the middle (awsat) of his
people.” That s, from their best.”*’

4% Note that in the Qur 'an, the Muslim community is described as a “middle
nation” (2:143) and “the best nation [ever] brought forth for mankind” (3:110)
confirming al-QushayrT’s linguistic definition that “middle” (awsat) denotes
“best” (khayr).
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12. Uprightness
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Among their etiquettes is steadfastness in matters that are
pleasing [to Allah].
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Hadith 15: Janah ibn Nadhir ibn Janah al-Qadi*°® informed us in
Kufa: Muhammad ibn * Aliibn Duhaym narrated to us: Abt * Amr
Ahmad ibn Hazim ibn Ab1 ‘ Azra narrated to us: ‘ Ubayd Allah ibn
Misa informed us: Shayban informed us on the authority of Layth,
on the authority of Mujahid on the authority of ‘ Abd Allah ibn
‘ Amr, on the authority of the Prophet — may Allah bless him and
grant him peace — that he said: “Be upright, and you will never
encompass [all acts of good],” and perform good deeds.”> Know
that the best of your deedsis prayer and that none but a believer
maintains ablution.”*?

50 “The]udge”
%11 e., you will not be able to encompass all acts of obedience, or you will not be

able to count the rewards for them. The Prophet # implies that while perfection
is impossible, one must still strive to do one's best.

52 0.
Lit. “do” or “act”

%3 Recorded in Sunan Ibn Majah, no. 277; Musnad Ahmad, no. 22378. Graded sahih
by al-Arna ' at.
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Hadith 16: Aba Nu ‘ aym ‘ Abd al-Malik ibn al-Hasan al-Isfarayini
informed us: Abu ‘Awana Ya“ qub ibn Ishaq informed us: Abu
Dawud al-Harrani narrated to us: ‘ Ali ibn ‘ Abd Allah ibn Sufyan
narrated to us: Hisham ibn ‘ Urwa narrated to us, he said: I heard
my father reporting from Sufyan ibn ‘ Abd Allah al-Thaqafi who
said: I said, “O Messenger of Allah, tell me something about Islam
such that I will not need to inquire about it henceforth.”** He said,
“Say, ‘I believe in Allah,’ then remain upright.”**

** The Companion’s query is a request for a comprehensive principle that would
suffice him on the matter of Islam. Ibn Rajab states, in his commentary on the
hadith, that it “is a request for him to teach him some comprehensive words on
the matter of Islam which would be sufficient so that he would not need anything
else after them.” See Clarke, Compendium of Knowledge and Wisdom: Jawami * al-
‘ Ulum wa-1-Hikam by Ibn Rajab al-Hanbali (Norwich: Diwan Press, 2010), [p. 345].
%5 The Prophet’s command here, “Say, ‘I believe in Allah,’ then remain upright”
directly echoes the language of the Qur ’an. See 41:30 (“Indeed, those who have
said, ‘Our Lord is Allah’ and then remained upright...”) and 46:13 (“Indeed, those
who have said, ‘Our Lord is Allah’ and then remained upright...”). Recorded in
Sahih Muslim, no. 38.
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13. Abandoning Talebearing
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Among the obligations is abandoning it and guarding [oneself]
againstit.
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Hadith 17: Aba Nu ‘ aym ‘ Abd al-Malik ibn al-Hasan al-Isfarayini
informed us: Abu ‘ AwanaYa‘ qubibnIshaqinformed us: Aba * Ali
al-Za ‘ farani narrated to us: Shayban narrated to us: al-Layth ibn
Sa ‘ d narrated to us on the authority of Yazid ibn Abi Habib, on the
authority of ‘ Irak ibn Malik, on the authority of Abt Hurayra who
said: The Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and his family
— said, “Indeed, the most evil of mankind is the two-faced one
who comes to these with a face and to those with [another]
face.”**
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%6 Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhdri, no. 3494; Sahih Muslim, no. 2526.
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Hadith 18: My maternal uncle Aba ‘Aqil ‘ Abd al-Rahman ibn
Muhammad al-Sulami— may Allah have mercy on him —informed
us: Muhammad ibn Ya'qub al-Ma‘qili narrated to wus:
Muhammad ibn ‘Isa ibn Hayyan narrated to us: Sufyan ibn
‘Uyayna narrated to us on the authority of Mansur, on the
authority of Ibrahim, on the authority of Hammam, on the
authority of Hudhayfa who said: I heard the Messenger of Allah —
may Allah bless him and his family — say: “A talebearer®’ (qattat)
will not enter Paradise.”*®

7 A qattat is someone who spreads gossip with the malicious intent of causing
discord. The classical lexicographer Ibn Manzir quotes Khalid ibn Janba’s
definition: “The gattat is the one who eavesdrops on the conversations of people
and informs their enemies [of that].” See Ibn Manzar, Lisan al- * Arab, s.v. ©-&-G
(g-t-v).

%8 According to another chain, Hudhayfa relates the hadith upon being informed
that a man in his presence conveyed news to the ruler. See Sahih Muslim, no. 105
and Sahih al-Bukhari, no. 6056.
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14. Reconciliation between People
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Hadith 19: Imam Aba Bakr Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Farak —
may Allah have mercy on him — reported to us, he said: * Abd Allah
ibn Ja‘far informed us: Yunus ibn Habib narrated to us: Abu
Dawad al-Tayalisi narrated to us: Aba ’l-Sabbah al-Shami
narrated to us on the authority of ‘ Abd al- * Aziz al-Shami, on the
authority of his father, on the authority of Abi Ayyub, that the
Prophet — may Allah bless him and his family — said: “O Aba
Ayyub! Shall I not direct you to a charity with which Allah and
His Messenger are pleased?”* He replied, “Certainly!” He said,
“Reconcile between people when their relations have soured,
and bring them together when they have grown apart.”*°

%9 Lit. “pleased with its placement.”

60 Recorded by al-Bayhaqi in Shu ‘ab al-iman, no. 10583. “ Abd al-* Ali ‘ Abd al-
Hamid Hamid graded the isnad as da ‘ if, noting that he could not find biographies
for Abu ’1-Sabbah al-Shami and ‘ Abd ’l- Aziz al-Shami.
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15. Censure of Those Who Are Not
Sincere in Brotherhood
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Sincerity is praiseworthy and good in everything, and in
companionship and social interactions it is even better.
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Hadith 20: Al-Hakim Abu ‘ Abd Allah Muhammad ibn “ Abd Allah
al-Hafiz— may Allah have mercy on him —informed us, he said: Aba
Ahmad Hamza ibn al- * Abbas al- * Ugbr informed us in Baghdad:
‘Abd al-Karim ibn al-Haytham narrated to us: Abu ’l-Yaman
narrated to us: Abu Bakr ibn Abl Maryam narrated to us on the
authority of Habib ibn ‘ Ubayd, on the authority of Mu " adh ibn
Jabal, on the authority of the Prophet — may Allah bless him and
his family and grant them peace — that he said: “In the end times,
there will be people who are brothers outwardly but enemies
inwardly.” It was said, “O Messenger of Allah, how can that be?”
He replied, “Because of their [worldly] desire for one another
and their fear of one another.”*

®'1.e., Their desire for worldly benefit and fear of worldly harm. Recorded by al-
Daylami in al-Firdaws bi-Ma ’thir al-Khitab, no. 8713; Musnad Ahmad, no. 22055.
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Hadith 21: Aba ’I-Hasan ‘ Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn
Ibrahim al- * Adl informed us: Ibrahim ibn Muhammad ibn * Abd
Allah al-Baghdadi narrated to me: Abu ’l-Hasan al-Saqati said:
Khalaf ibn Salim narrated to us on the authority of ‘ Ugba ibn
Khalid, on the authority of Hanash ibn Fudala, on the authority of
‘ Ikrima, on the authority of Ibn ‘ Abbas who said: The Messenger
of Allah — may Allah bless him and his family and grant them peace
—said: “Indeed, Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, has servants who
preserved knowledge but neglected to act upon it. They show
love with their tongues but harbor hate at heart. They are the
ones whom Allah has cursed and rendered deaf and blind.”¢*

Al-Arna’ ut graded the isnad as da ‘ if due to the weakness of Abu Bakr ibn “ Abd
Allah ibn Abl Maryam and because Habib ibn ‘ Ubayd al-Rahabi did not meet
Mu ‘ adh ibn Jabal.

62 The final portion of this hadith directly quotes the language of the Qur ’an,
(47:23). The closest textual match for this specific narration appears in Abu
Nu‘ aym al-AsbahanT’s Hilyat al-Awliya °, vol 3, p. 109.

42



fLgei gy

16. Reliance
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Allah has made reliance [upon Him] a condition of faith. Allah, the
Most High, said: “And rely upon Allah, if you are truly believers.”**
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Hadith 22: Abu * Abd Allah al-Hasan ibn Shuja“ ibn al-Hasan ibn
Misa al-Bazzar® informed us in Baghdad: Aba Bakr Muhammad
ibn Ja‘ far ibn Muhammad ibn al-Haytham al-Anbariinformed us:
Muhammad ibn Abt ’1-° Awwam narrated to us: Wahb ibn Jarir
narrated to us: Hisham ibn Hassan narrated to us on the authority
of al-Hasan, on the authority of ‘ Imran ibn al-Husayn who said:

3 Qur ’an 5:23

64
“The Seedsman”
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The Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and his family and
grant them peace — said: “Seventy thousand people from my
nation will enter Paradise without reckoning.” It was said: “O
Messenger of Allah, who are they?” He said: “They are those who
do not cauterize, nor seek incantations (rugqya),” nor seek
omens, but rely [solely] upon their Lord.” ‘ Ukkasha ibn Mihsan
al-Asadi said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, call upon Allah to make me
among them.’ He said, “You are among them.” Then another man
stood up and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, call upon Allah to make

me among them.” So he said, “‘ Ukkasha has preceded you to
it.”66

65 Spiritual healing or incantations using verses of the Qur’an and supplications.
While permissible in Islam, this hadith praises those who do not ask others to
perform it for them, demonstrating the highest level of trust (tawakkul) in Allah.
66 Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhdri, no. 5705; Sahih Muslim, no. 218.
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17. Contentment

Contentmentis being satisfied with whatis in your possession and
abandoning the desire to seek more.
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Hadith 23: Abu ‘ Abd al-Rahman Muhammad ibn al-Husayn al-
Sulami informed us: Muhammad ibn Ja* far ibn Matar informed
us: Muhammad ibn Misa al-Hulwani narrated to us: ‘ Abd Allah
ibn Ibrahim al-Ghifari narrated to us on the authority of al-
Munkadir ibn Muhammad, on the authority of his father, on the
authority of Jabir who said: The Messenger of Allah — may Allah
bless him and his family — said: “Contentment is an inexhaustible
treasure.”®’

67 Recorded by al-Tabarani with similar wording in al-Mu ‘jam al-Awsat, no.
6922; al-Bayhad in al-Zuhd al-Kabir, no. 104 who classified the report as da ‘i
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18. Satisfaction
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Satisfaction with what Allah has ordered the servant to be satisfied
with constitutes the totality of faith. Through it, the order of
religion is achieved.
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Hadith 24: Imam Abtu Bakr Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Farak
informed us: Ab Bakr Ahmad ibn Mahmd ibn Ahmad Hirzad al-
Ahwazi informed us of it: Ahmad ibn Sahl ibn Ayyab narrated to
us: Khalid, meaning Ibn Yazid, narrated to us: Sufyan al-Thawr,
Sharik ibn “ Abd Allah, and Sufyan ibn ‘ Uyayna narrated to us on
the authority of Sulayman, on the authority of Khaythama, on the
authority of ‘ Abd Allah, on the authority of the Prophet — may
Allah bless him and grant him peace — that he said: “Never seek to
please anyone through [that which incurs] the anger of Allah,
nor praise anyone for [what is] the bounty of Allah, nor cast
blame upon anyone for what Allah has not given you. Indeed,
the provision of Allah is not driven by the avarice of a greedy

-— w\
\
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one, nor repelled from you by the antipathy of a hater. Indeed,
Allah the Most High, from His justice and equity, has placed
relief and deliverance in satisfaction and certainty. And He has
placed anxiety and sorrow in doubt and anger.”*®
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Hadith 25: Abt ’'1-Husayn Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn al-Khaffaf
—may Allah have mercy on him — informed us: Aba '1- * Abbas al-
Sarrajinformed us: Abi Ma ‘ mar Isma ‘ 1libn Ibrahim ibn Ma ‘ mar
informed us: al-Darawardi, also known as ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibn
Muhammad, informed us on the authority of Yazid ibn al-Had, on
the authority of Muhammad ibn Ibrahim, on the authority of
‘Amir ibn Sa‘d, on the authority of al-‘Abbas ibn ‘Abd al-
Muttalib who said: The Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him
and his family and grant them peace — said, “The one who is
pleased with Allah as a Lord, with Islam as a religion, and with
Muhammad as a Messenger will have tasted the sweetness® of
faith.””

68 Recorded by al-Bayhagi in Shu ‘ ab al-fman, no. 204; al-Tabaraniin al-Mu ‘ jam
al-Kabir,no 10514. “ Abd al- * Ali * Abd al-Hamid Hamid graded it as hasan.

%9 Literally, “taste of faith.” The word sweetness (halawa) has been used in similar
hadiths. See Sahih al-Bukhari 6941.

70 Recorded in Sahih Muslim, no. 34.
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19. Remembrance of Allah Most
High

The aspirant must remember Allah, the Glorified and Exalted,
constantly with his heart and never forget Him. Nor should he, to
the best of his ability, grow weary of remembering Him with his
tongue.”!
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Hadith 26: Abu '1-Husayn ‘ Ali ibn Muhammad ibn ‘ Abd Allah
ibn Bishran informed us in Baghdad, he said: Aba ‘ Ali al-Husayn

" In his Qur’anic commentary on Sirat al-Ahzab (33:41), al-Qushayri

distinguishes between inward and outward remembrance: “Remember Allah
with your hearts, for the remembrance that can be maintained is the
remembrance of the heart. As for remembrance with the tongue ad infinitum, that
is akin to an impossibility.” See Abu ’1-Qasim al-Qushayri, Lata if al-Isharat.
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ibn Safwan al-Bardha ‘1 narrated to us, he said: Aba Bakr ‘ Abd
Allah ibn Muhammad ibn Abi ’1-Dunya narrated to us, he said:
Hartnibn Ma ‘ raf Aba ‘ Alial-Darir narrated to us: Anasibn ‘ Iyad
narrated to us: ‘ Abd Allah ibn Sa‘1d ibn Abi Sa ‘1d ibn Abi Hind
narrated to us on the authority of Ziyad ibn Abi Ziyad, the Mawla
of “ Abd Allah ibn ‘ Abbas, on the authority of Aba Bahira, on the
authority of Ab1 ’1-Darda’ who said: The Messenger of Allah —
may Allah bless him and grant him peace — said: “Shall I not
inform you of the best of your actions, the purest of them before
your Sovereign, the best of them in elevating your degrees, and
better than giving gold and silver, and meeting your enemy, you
striking their necks and them striking yours?” They said, “What
would that be, O Messenger of Allah?” He said, “Remembrance of
Allah, the Blessed and Exalted.””
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Hadith 27: Abi Nu‘ aym ‘ Abd al-Malik ibn al-Hasan al-Isfarayini
informed us: Abu ‘ Awana Ya“ qub ibn Ishaq informed us: Ja* far
ibn Muhammad al-Sa’igh narrated to us: ‘Affan ibn Muslim
narrated to us: Hammad ibn Salama narrated to us on the
authority of Thabit, on the authority of Anas ibn Malik who said:
The Messenger of Allah said, “The Hour will not commence until
‘Allal’ is no longer said on the Earth.””?

72 Recorded in Sunan al-Tirmidhi, no. 3377; Sunan Ibn Majah, no. 3790; Musnad
Ahmad, no. 21702. Graded as sahih by al-Arna ' Gt.
73 Recorded in Sahih Muslim, no. 148.
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20. Avoiding Ostentation
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The path of the believer is to strive earnestly to guard himself
against ostentation in every form.
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Hadith 28: Imam Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Farak —
may Allah have mercy on him —informed us: * Abd AllahibnJa“ far
informed us: Yanus ibn Habib narrated to us: Aba Dawad al-
Tayalisi narrated to us: * Abd al-Hamid ibn Bahram narrated to us
on the authority of Shahr ibn Hawshab, on the authority of
Shaddad ibn Aws who said: I heard the Prophet — may Allah bless
him and his family — say: “Whoever prays to show off has
associated partners with Allah. Whoever fasts to show off has
associated partners with Allah. Whoever gives in charity to
show off has associated partners with Allah.” ‘ Awf ibn Malik
said: “Wouldn’t Allah simply attend to what was intended for Him
of that [deed] and acceptit, and disregard what was besides that?”
Shaddad responded: I heard the Messenger of Allah — may Allah
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bless him and his family — say: “Allah, the Blessed and Exalted
said: ‘I am the best partner or associate.” Whoever associates
with Me, then his action, be it little or much, is for My ‘partner’
and I am free from him.”””
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Hadith 29: Aba '1-Hasan ‘ Ali ibn Ahmad al-Ahwazi — may Allah
have mercy on him — informed us: Ahmad ibn ‘ Ubayd al-Basri
informed us: ‘ Ubayd ibn Sharik narrated to us: Ibn Abt Maryam
narrated to us: Ibn Abi Ziyad narrated to us: ‘ Amr ibn Abr ‘ Amr
narrated to me on the authority of * Asim ibn ‘ Umar ibn Qatada,
on the authority of Mahmiud ibn Labid that the Messenger of Allah
—may Allah bless him and grant him peace — said: “Indeed, what
I fear most for you is the lesser polytheism.” It was said: “And
what is the lesser polytheism?” He responded: “Ostentation.
Indeed, Allah, the Mighty and Sublime, will say on the Day He
requites his servants for their actions: ‘Go to those for whom
you acted ostentatiously in the world. Then look! Do you find
with them any rewards or any [modicum] of good?”””¢

7 In other words, He is the least in need of partners and associates.

7® Recorded in Musnad Ahmad, no. 17134; Musnad al-Tayalisi, no. 1216. Al-Arna ’ it
graded it as da ‘if due to the weakness of Shahr ibn Hawshab, though the latter
part of the hadith is supported in other collections, such as Sahih Muslim, no.
2985: “I am the most self-sufficient of partners...”

76 Recorded in Musnad Ahmad, no. 23630. Al-Arna ’ it graded it as hasan.

52



GO P ERESA  FA R

21. Concealing the Faults of
Muslims
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Complete chivalry in religion and perfect manliness among
Muslims entails concealing the faults” of those with
shortcomings.
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Hadith 30: Abt '1-Hasan ‘ Ali ibn Ahmad al-Ahwazi — may Allah
have mercy on him — informed us: Ahmad ibn ‘ Ubayd al-Basrl
informed us: Abu Ghalib al-Azdi reported to us: Muhammad ibn
‘ Ammar narrated to us: al-Mu * afa narrated to us on the authority
of Khalid ibn Ilyas al-Madani, on the authority of Yahya ibn * Abd
al-Rahman ibn Hatib, on the authority of Abu Sa ‘ 1d al-Khudri who
said: I testify that I heard the Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless
him and his family and grant them peace — say: “No man looks

77 . . .
Lit. “lowering the veil over.”
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upon a flaw of his brother and conceals it’® for him except that
he enters Paradise because of it.””®

78 This applies to private, personal sins that do not harm others. If the fault
involves violating the rights of others or public safety, reporting it to the
authorities is often required and is not considered a breach of this command.

7 This specific chain contains Khalid ibn Ilyas al-Madani whom Ibn  AdT
classified as matrik (see al-Kamil, no. 571). Authentic hadiths similar in meaning
have been recorded in Sunan Ibn Majah, no. 2544 and Musnad Ahmad, no. 5646
Note that these hadiths state that the reward for such an actis Allah’s covering of
that person in the worldly life and the Hereafter rather than being admitted into
Paradise.
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22. Thinking Well of Allah, the
Mighty and Sublime
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Man must have a good opinion of Allah, the Glorified, in all of his
circumstances, without falling short in his excellent worship and
deeds.

Hadith 31: Abt ’'1-Hasan ‘ Ali ibn Ahmad al-Ahwazi informed us:
Ahmad ibn ‘Ubayd al-Saffar informed us: Hisham ibn ‘Al
narrated to us: Muhammad ibn Sulayman al-San ‘ ani narrated to
us: Hammad ibn Zayd narrated to us on the authority of Jarir ibn
Hazim on the authority of al-A‘mash on the authority of Abi
Sufyan on the authority of Jabir who said: The Messenger of Allah
—may Allah bless him and his family and grant them peace — said:
“None of you should die except while having a good opinion of
Allah, the Mighty and Sublime.”®°

80 Recorded in Sahih Muslim, no. 2877.
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23. Aiding Muslims
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Hadith 32: AbG Nu‘ aym ‘ Abd al-Malik ibn al-Hasan al-Isfarayini
— may Allah have mercy on him — informed us: Abi ‘ Awana
Ya“ qub ibn Ishaq informed us: al-Hasan ibn ‘ Ali ibn ‘ Affan al-
 Amirl narrated to us: Ibn Numayr narrated to us: al-A‘ mash
narrated to us on the authority of Abu Salih, on the authority of
Abu Hurayra who said: The Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless
him and his family and grant them peace — said: “Whoever
relieves a believer of a hardship from the hardships of this
world, Allah will relieve a hardship from him from the
hardships of the Hereafter. Whoever is lenient on one in dire
straits, Allah will be lenient on him in this world and the
Hereafter. Allah aids His servant so long as the servant aids his
brother. Whoever treads a path seeking knowledge, Allah will
facilitate for him a path to Paradise. No people gather in a
mosque from among the mosques of Allah, reciting the Book of
Allah, the Mighty and Sublime, and studying it among
themselves, except that tranquility descends upon them, mercy
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envelops them, the angels surround them, and Allah mentions
them among those in His presence. And the one who is held back
by his deeds will not be advanced by his lineage.”®

81 Recorded in Sahih Muslim, no. 2699.
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24. Good Conduct with Creation
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Among the attributes of the friends [of Allah] is beautiful conduct
with creation. This is among the signs of sincerity in worshiping
the Real.
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Hadith 33: Abu ‘ Abd Allah Muhammad ibn al-Fadl ibn Latif al-
MisrT — may Allah have mercy on him — informed us in Mecca: al-
Hasan ibn al-Khidr ibn ‘ Abd Allah al-Suyuti narrated to us: Ishaq
ibn Ibrahim ibn Yunus informed us: ‘ Uthman ibn Abi Shayba
narrated to us: ‘ Abda narrated to us on the authority of Hisham
ibn ‘ Urwa, on the authority of Masa ibn ‘ Ugba, on the authority
of “ Abd Allah ibn ‘ Amr al-Awdi, on the authority of * Abd Allah
ibn Mas‘ ad — may Allah be pleased with him — who said: The
Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and his family and grant
them peace — said: “Shall I not inform you of the one who is
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forbidden to the Fire and for whom the Fire is forbidden? For

every mild, soft, amiable,®* and easy-going [person].”®
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Hadith 34: Abt Bakr Muhammad ibn Ahmad Sahl ibn * Abddus al-
Hirl — may Allah have mercy on him - informed us: Aba Sahl
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ziyad al-Nahwi** informed us in
Baghdad: Yahya ibn Ja ‘ far ibn al-Zibrigan informed us: * Amr ibn
‘Abd al-Ghaffar informed us: al-A‘ mash narrated to us on the
authority of Aba Salih, on the authority of Abi Hurayra who said:
The Messenger of Allah —may Allah bless him and grant him peace
— said: “Whoever grants respite to one in difficult
circumstances, Allah will grant him shade on the day thereisno
shade but His shade.”®*

82 it. “near” (qarib). The term implies one who is near to people and easily

approached. The same root (g-7-b) forms the word for relatives (agarib).
8 Recorded in Sunan al-Tirmidhi, no. 2488. Al-Tirmidhi graded it as hasan gharib.
84 “The Grammarian.”

85 For the basis of this report, see Sahih Muslim, no. 3006. Also recorded in Sunan
al-Tirmidhi, no. 1306.
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25. Upilolding Family Ties
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Upholding family ties is among the pillars and obligations of the
religion.

& ’;

o S 5%y o3 T e 3 i 35 g el A 6

2

P52 bw\uubjdm\mu,*:;&f?,\,;;\wy\

% oF

@\:};¢};.;;L.) “””ému‘“”&ug&b\)}\
- o

«.4;.5 M} 4»\‘,,.19 A

Hadith 35: AbtG ’l-Husayn ‘ Ali ibn Muhammad ibn ‘ Abd Allah
ibn Bishran in Baghdad informed us: Abu Sahl Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Ziyad informed us: Ishaq ibn
Khalawayh al-Wasitl narrated to us: * Al ibn Bahr narrated to us:
Hisham ibn Yusuf narrated to us: Ma‘ mar informed us on the
authority of Abt Ishaq, on the authority of ‘ Asim ibn Damra, on
the authority of the Commander of the Believers  All — may Allah
be pleased with him — who said: The Messenger of Allah — may
Allah bless him and his family and grant them peace — said:
“Whoever would be pleased that Allah extend his lifespan,
expand his provision, and ward off from him an evil death, let
him fear Allah and uphold his family ties.”®¢

86 Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari, no. 5986; Sahih Muslim, no. 2557.
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Hadith 36: ‘ Abd Allah ibn Yasuf al-Asbahani narrated to us: Aba
"l-Hasan ‘Al ibn ‘ Ugba al-Shaybani informed us: al-Khidr ibn
Aban al-Hashimi narrated to us: Aba Hudba Ibrahim ibn Hudba
narrated to us: Anas ibn Malik — may Allah be pleased with him —
narrated to us, he said: The Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless
him and grant him peace — said: “Indeed, on the Day of
Judgement, the womb will cling to the Throne saying, ‘O Lord,
sever the one who has severed me, and join the one who joined
me.’”87

87 A similar version has been recorded in Sahih Muslim, no. 2555.
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26. Mercy towards the Creation of
Allah, the Mighty and Sublime
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From the perfection and completion of the religion, and from the
beauty and orderliness of Islam, is showing mercy to the creation
of Allah, the Blessed and Exalted.
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Hadith 37: Aba Nu ' aym ‘ Abd al-Malik ibn al-Hasan al-Isfarayini
informed us: Aba ‘Awana Ya' qub ibn Ishaq informed us: al-
Hasan ibn ‘ Affan narrated to us: Ibn Numayr narrated to us: al-
A mash narrated to us, on the authority of Zayd ibn Wahb, on the
authority of Jarir ibn ‘ Abd Allah — may Allah be pleased with him
— who said: The Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and
grant him peace —said, “Whoever is not merciful to people, Allah
will not be merciful to him.”**

88 Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari, no. 7376; Sahih Muslim, no. 2319.

63






» » ; 23 LG I o 8 H
27. The Obllgatlon of the Believer
Loving for His Muslim Brother
What He Loves for Himself
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It is obligatory for the Muslim not to prefer himself over his

Muslim brother and to be pleased for him with what he is pleased
for himself.*’
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Hadith 38: Imam Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Farak —
may Allah have mercy on him —informed us: * Abd Allah ibn Ja * far
informed us: Yunus ibn Habib narrated to us: Aba Dawad al-

89 This idea is captured in Verse 9 of Surah Hashr which reads, “And those who
had settled in the hometown, and [had abided] in faith before them, love those
who have emigrated to them, and do not find in their breasts any need of that
which those [others] have been given, but prefer [others] to themselves, though
they be in poverty. And whoever is saved from the avarice of his own soul, those
— they are the successful.” Qur’an 59:9, trans. Royal Aal al-Bayt Institute for
Islamic Thought.
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Tayalisi narrated to us: Hammam narrated to us on the authority
of Qatada who heard Anas say: The Messenger of Allah —may Allah
bless him and his family and grant them peace — said: “None of
you [truly] believes until he loves for his brother what he loves

for himself.”*°
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Hadith 39: al-Hakim Abu ‘ Abd Allah Muhammad ibn ‘ Abd Allah
al-Hafiz informed us: Aba Ahmad Bakr ibn Muhammad al-Sayrafi
informed us in Merv: ‘Abd al-Samad ibn al-Fadl al-Balkhi
narrated to us: Ibrahim ibn Sulayman narrated to us: Bahr al-
Saqqa’ narrated to us on the authority of al-Zuhri, on the
authority of Anas ibn Malik — may Allah be pleased with him —who
said: The Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and his family
and grant them peace — said: “Do not boycott each other, do not
turn your backs on one another, do not hate each other, and do
not envy one another. Rather, be servants of Allah—brothers. It
is not permissible for a man to abandon his brother for more
than three days.” Al-Hakim said, “[This hadith is] preserved and
authentic from al-Zuhrl but strange from Bahr al-Saqqa’ from

%0 Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari, no. 13; Sahih Muslim, no. 45.
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ON THE RECTIFICATION OF CONDUCT

him [al-Zuhri]. We have not written it with an elevated chain™
except through this route.”

' An “elevated” or “high” chain (isndad ‘ali) is one that has the fewest

prized by hadith scholars for minimizing the potential points of error in
transmission.

%2 Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari, no. 6065; Sahih Muslim, no. 2563.
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28. Good Character
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Good character is the most noble character trait of the believer. It
is for this that the Real, Glorified and Exalted, praised His
Messenger — may Allah bless him and his family and grant them
peace —in the text of His book saying: “And assuredly you possess a
magnificent nature.”**
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Hadith 40: ‘ Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn ‘ Abd Allah al-
Qudsi informed us: ‘Abd Allah ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-
Rahman al-Razi informed us: Yasuf ibn Ya‘ qub narrated to us:
‘ Amr ibn Marziuq narrated to us: Shu‘ ba narrated to us on the
authority of al-Qasim ibn Abi Bazza, on the authority of “ Ata’ ibn
Nafi‘, on the authority of Umm al-Darda ’, on the authority of Aba
’l-Darda’ — may Allah be pleased with him — who said: The
Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and his family and grant

%3 Qur ’an 68:4, trans. Royal Aal al-Bayt Institute for Islamic Thought.
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them peace — said: “Nothing placed on the scale will be more
virtuous than good character.”®*
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Hadith 41: Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn Abi Tahir al-Daqqaq informed us in Baghdad: Aba
"1-Hasan ‘ Ali ibn Muhammad ibn al-Zubayr al-Qurashi al-Kaft
informed us: al-Hasan ibn ‘ Aliibn ° Affan narrated to us: Zayd ibn
al-Hubab narrated to us on the authority of Mu ‘ awiya ibn $alih,
on the authority of ‘ Abd al-Rahman ibn Jubayr ibn Nufayr ibn
Malik al-Hadrami, on the authority of his father, on the authority
of al-Nawwas ibn Sam ‘ an al-Ansari — may Allah be pleased with
him — who said: The Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and
his family and grant them peace — was asked about righteousness
and sin so he said: “Righteousness is good character and sin is
what troubles your soul and what you would dislike for people
to know about.”**

*Recorded in Sunan al-Tirmidhi, no. 2002; Sunan Abi Dawid, no. 4799; Musnad
Ahmad, no. 27496. Al-Tirmidhi grades this narration as hasan sahih while al-
Albani grades it as sahih.

%% Recorded in Sahih Muslim, no. 2553.
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29. Good Character towards

Children and Being Gentle with
Them
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Hadith 42: Aba ’1-Hasan Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Khaffaf —may
Allah have mercy on him - informed us: Abt ’l-‘Abbas
Muhammad ibn Ishaq al-Sarraj informed us: Qutayba ibn Sa‘1d
narrated to us: Malik ibn Anas narrated to us on the authority of
‘ Amir ibn * Abd Allah ibn al-Zubayr, on the authority of * Amr ibn
Sulaym al-Zuraqi, on the authority of Aba Qatada al-Sulami—may
Allah be pleased with him — that the Messenger of Allah — may
Allah bless him and his family and grant them peace — would pray
while he was carrying Umama.”® When he prostrated, he would
put her down and when he stood up he would lift her up.”

% His granddaughter via his eldest daughter Zaynab [] and her husband Aba ’1-
‘Agibn al-Rabi” [].
%7 Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhdri, no. 5996; Sahih Muslim, no. 543.
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30. Good Character W1th Servants
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Hadith 43: Sayyid Abu ’l-Hasan Muhammad ibn al-Husayn al-
Hasanl — may Allah have mercy on him — informed us: Aba ’l-
Qasim ‘Ubayd Allah ibn Ibrahim ibn Balawayh informed us:
Ahmad ibn Yusuf al-Sulami narrated to us: ‘Abd al-Razzaq
narrated to us: Ma‘mar narrated to us on the authority of
Hammam ibn Munabbih, on the authority of Abi Hurayra — may
Allah be pleased with him — on the authority of the Prophet — may
Allah bless him and his family and grant them peace — who said:
“If the worker comes to you with food, having spared you®® its
heat and smoke, invite him to eat with you. Otherwise, place a
morsel in his hand or let him place it in his hand.”*®

%8 Or “sufficed you.”
%9 Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhdri, no. 2557; Sahih Muslim, no. 1663.
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31. Love for the Sake of Allah Most
High
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Love for the sake of Allah is a strong pillar in the religion and a
prescribed obligation to be diligently observed.
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Hadith 44: Imam AbG Bakr Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Farak
informed us: * Abd Allah ibn Ja ‘ far informed us: Yunus ibn Habib
narrated to us: Abt Dawud al-Tayalist narrated to us: Shu‘ba
narrated to us on the authority of Abi Balj, on the authority of
‘ Amr ibn Maymun, on the authority of Abi Hurayra — may Allah be
pleased with him — who said: The Messenger of Allah — may Allah
bless him and his family and grant them peace — said: “Whoever
would be pleased to find the taste of faith, let him love a servant
solely for the sake of Allah,'*° the Mighty and Sublime.”'*!

199 Lit. “not loving him except for the sake of Allah.”

Recorded in Musnad Ahmad, no. 10738; Al-Mustadrak ‘ala al-Sahthayn, no.
7312; Musnad al-Tayalist, no. 2617. Al-Arna " at graded the chain in Musnad Ahmad
as hasan. Al-Hakim stated that the hadith was sahih as did al-Dhahabi in his
Talkhis.
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Hadith 45: The Shaykh, the Imam, Abu ’l-Tayyib Sahl ibn
Muhammad ibn Sulayman al-Sa‘ laki narrated to me: Abu ‘ Ali
Hamid ibn Muhammad ibn ‘ Abd Allah al-Harawi informed us:
* Ali ibn Mishkan al-Sawi narrated to us: ‘ Abd Allah ibn ‘ Abd al-
 Aziz ibn Abi Rawwad narrated to us on the authority of Ibrahim
ibn Tahman on the authority of Abt '1-Zubayr on the authority of
Jabiribn ‘ Abd Allah who said: The Messenger of Allah — may Allah
bless him and grant him peace — said: “On the Day of Judgment,
those who loved each other for the sake of Allah Most High will
be upon podiums of light, envied'® by the martyrs and the
righteous.”'*

192 The word used here, ghibta, refers to a type of envy in which one wishes to have

what another possesses, without desiring that the blessing be taken away from
that person.

103 Recorded in Sunan al-Tirmidhi, no. 2390; Musnad Ahmad, no. 22080. Al-
Tirmidhi graded his narration as hasan sahih and al-Arna ’at graded his as sahih.
Both versions use “the Prophets” (al-nabiyyin) instead of “the righteous.”
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32. The Believers as One Soul
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Hadith 46: Zayd ibn Ja ‘ far ibn Muhammad al-Sharif informed us
in Kufa: Muhammad ibn  Aliibn Duhaym al-Shaybani reported to
us, he said: Abt Ishaq Ibrahim ibn ‘ Abd Allah ibn ‘ Umar ibn Abi
"1-Khaybarl informed us: Waki‘ informed us on the authority of
al-A “mash, on the authority of al-Sha‘ bi, on the authority of al-
Nu ‘ man ibn Bashir — may Allah be pleased with him — who said:
The Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and his family and
grant them peace — said: “The believers are like one man. If his
head complains, the rest of the body responds with fever and
sleeplessness.” %
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104 Recorded in Sahih Muslim, no. 2586.
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Hadith 47: Aba Nu‘ aym al-Isfarayini informed us: Aba ‘ Awana
informed us: Ahmad ibn Yuasuf al-Sulami, al-Saghani and
‘ Ammar, among others, narrated to us, they said: Aba Nu‘ aym
reported to us, he said: Zakariyya ibn Abi Za ’ida narrated to us, he
said: I heard “ Amir say: [ heard al-Nu‘ man ibn Bashir say: The
Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and his family and grant
them peace — said: “The similitude of the believers in their
mercy, love, and compassion for one another is like a body.
When a part of it complains, the rest of the body responds with
fever and sleeplessness.”’*

105 Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari, no. 6011; Sahih Muslim, no. 2586.
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33. Munificence and Generosity
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Hadith 48: Abu Sa‘id Muhammad ibn Ibrahim al-Adib — may
Allah have mercy on him — informed us: Hajib ibn Ahmad al-Tas1
informed us: Ahmad ibn Nasr ibn Sulayman ibn Salama al-Himsl
informed us: Yasuf ibn al-Safar narrated to us, on the authority of
al-Awza ‘1, on the authority of al-Zuhri, on the authority of * Urwa,
on the authority of ‘ A’isha — may Allah be pleased with her and
her father — that the Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and
his family and grant them peace — said, “A friend of Allah is
naturally inclined to generosity and good character.”'
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106 1jt. “A friend of Allah is not molded except upon generosity and good

character.” Recorded by Ibn al-Jawzi in al-Mawdi ‘at, 2/179 who states the
narration is not authentic due to Yasuf ibn al-Safar whom al-Daraqutni classified
as matriik.
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Hadith 49: Abi Nu ‘ aym ‘ Abd al-Malik ibn al-Hasan al-Isfarayini
informed us: Abu ‘ Awana Ya‘ qub ibn Ishaq informed us: Yazid
ibn Sinan narrated to us: ‘ Uthman ibn ‘ Umar narrated to us: Abu
 Amir al-Khazzar narrated to us, on the authority of Abi ‘ Imran
al-Jawni, on the authority of ‘Abd Allah ibn al-Samit, on the
authority of Abi Dharr — may Allah be pleased with him — who said:
The Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and grant him peace
— said to me: “Never disparage an act of goodness,'”” even if it is
[as simple as] meeting your brother with a cheerful face. And
when you cook a broth, increase its water'*® and give'®” some of
it to your neighbor.”™

197 That is, abandoning an act of goodness, deeming it too trivial to matter.

198 That is, dilute the broth, thereby reducing the flavor but increasing its volume

so that you can share it with others. A similar idea is conveyed in another hadith
where the Prophet said, “The food of one man suffices for two men. The food of
two men suffices for four. And the food of four men suffices for eight.” Sahih
Muslim 2059d

109 1i¢. “ladle.”

119 This hadith combines two reports recorded individually in Sakik Muslim; no.

2626 for the first part and no. 2625 for the second part.
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34. Aiding the Weak
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Hadith 50: Abi Sa “ 1d Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn “ Abd Allah al-
Adib informed us: Muhammad ibn Ya  qub al-Umawl narrated to
us: Ibrahim ibn ‘ Abd Allah al-Kafi narrated tous: Ja “ faribn ‘ Awn
narrated to us on the authority of Talhaibn * Amr, on the authority
of “Ata’, onthe authority of Ibn ‘ Abbas, who said: The Messenger
of Allah — may Allah bless him and his family and grant them peace
—said: “Every act of good is charity, the one who guides to good
is like the one who does it, and Allah loves the aiding of the
distressed.”™"

"' The full phrase is ighathat al-lahfan. The verbal noun ighdatha means “the giving

of relief” or coming to someone’s aid. According to classical lexicons, the recipient
of this aid, al-lahfan, is one who is distressed (mutahassir), troubled (makrib), or
has been wronged and is calling out for help (al-mazlim yunadi wa yastaghith).
See Ibn Manziir, Lisan al- ‘Arab, s.v. <-s-d (I-h-f). The first part is recorded in
Sahth al-Bukhari, no. 6021; the second part (“The one who guides...”) is in Sunan
al-Tirmidhi, no. 2670.
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Humility is the servant deeming himself insignificant, his
readiness to accept the truth, and his refusal to see himself as
having any superiority over others.
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Hadith 51: Aba ’'1-Hasan ‘ Aliibn Ahmad ibn ‘ Abd Allah informed
us: Ahmad ibn ‘ Abd Allah al-Basrinarrated to us: Muhammad ibn
Shadhan narrated to us: * Amr ibn Hakkam narrated to us: Shu ‘ ba
informed us, on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Munkadir, on
the authority of Jabir, who said: I came to the Prophet — may Allah
bless him and his family and grant them peace — regarding a debt
owed by my father. I knocked on the door and he said, “Who is
this?” He'” [Jabir] said: Ireplied, “Me.” He said, “Me? me?” asif he
disliked that.™

2 The narrator switches back to Muhammad ibn al-Munkadir here.

13 Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhdri, no. 6250; Sahih Muslim, no. 2155.
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36. Sincere Counsel to Muslims
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Hadith 52: Abu Nu‘ aym al-Isfarayini informed us: Abu ‘ Awana
informed us: ‘ Ali ibn Harb, Zakariyya ibn Yahya ibn Rashid, and
‘Abd al-Salam ibn Abi Farwah al-Tusaybi narrated to us, they
said: Sufyan ibn ‘ Uyayna informed us, on the authority of Ziyad
ibn al-“Ala’ ibn ‘Alaqa,”™® who heard Jarir say: “I pledged
allegiance to the Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and his
family and grant them peace — to be sincere toward every Muslim.

And I am a sincere advisor to you all.”"*

4 1n standard biographical dictionaries, this narrator is typically listed as Ziyad

ibn ‘Ilaqga.
115 Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari, no. 57; Sahih Muslim, no. 56.
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37. The Virtue of Befriending
Muslims and Mingling with Them
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Hadith 53: Al-Hakim Abua ‘ Abd Allah Muhammad ibn ‘ Abd Allah
al-Hafiz — may Allah have mercy on him - informed us: Aba
Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Ishaq al-Khurasani al-‘Adl
narrated to us in Baghdad: Ahmad ibn ‘ Ubayd ibn Nasih informed
us: Yazid ibn Har@in narrated to us: Sufyan al-Thawrl narrated to
us, on the authority of al-A‘ mash, on the authority of Yahya ibn
Waththab, on the authority of Ibn ‘ Umar, on the authority of the
Prophet—may Allah bless him and his family and grant them peace
— that he said: “The believer who mingles with people and
endures their harm is greater in reward than the believer who
does not mingle with them or endure their harm.”"

116 Recorded in Sunan al-Tirmidhi, no. 2507; Sunan Ibn Majah, no. 4032; Musnad

Ahmad 23098. Al-Arna’ Gt graded it as sahih.
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Hadith 54: Abu '1-Qasim ‘ Abd al-Khaliq ibn ‘ Ali ibn  Abd al-
Khaliq al-Mu ’adhdhin" informed us: Abia Ahmad ibn Makki ibn
Muhammad ibn Hamdan narrated to us: Muhammad ibn Yanus
al-Kudaymi narrated to us: ‘ Abd Allah ibn Muhammad al-Bahili
narrated to us: AbG Habib al-‘ Anazi narrated to us: Bahz ibn
Hakim narrated to us on the authority of his father, on the
authority of his grandfather, who said: I heard the Messenger of
Allah — may Allah bless him and his family and grant them peace —
say: “Three [types of] eyes are forbidden to the Fire: An eye that
wept out of fear of Allah Most High, an eye that remained
vigilant"® in the way of Allah Most High, and an eye that averted
its gaze from the prohibitions of Allah, the Mighty and
Sublime.”"”

7 “The Muezzin.” The one who calls the Muslims to prayer.

U8 This refers to two primary forms of vigilance: physical, by guarding the

frontiers of Muslim lands (ribat); and spiritual, by remaining awake during the
night for voluntary prayers (tahajjud).
1% Recorded by al-Tabarani in al-Mu ‘ jam al-Kabir, no. 1003. Graded hasan by al-

Albani due to corroborating chains; see Silsilat al-Ahadith al-Sahtha, 6/376.
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Hadith 55: Imam Abu Bakr ibn al-Hasan ibn Farak informed us:
Abu Ishaq Ibrahim ibn Muhammad al-Dibali informed us in
Mecca: Muhammad ibn ‘ Ali narrated to us: Sa‘1d ibn Mansur
narrated tous: Isma ‘ 1libn ‘ Ayyash narrated to us on the authority
of “ Abd al-‘ Aziz ibn ‘ Abd Allah, on the authority of Muhammad
ibn ‘ All ibn Abi Talib, on the authority of * All — may Allah be
pleased with him — who said: The Messenger of Allah — may Allah
bless him and his family and grant them peace — said: “By [his]
forbearance, a man attains the rank of the one who fasts and
stands in prayer. Indeed, a man is recorded as a tyrant, while
ruling over nothing but the people of his household.”"*°

120 The first part is recorded in Sunan Abi Dawid, no. 4798; Musnad Ahmad, no.

25013. The full text with the addition (“Indeed, a man is recorded as a tyrant...”)
is recorded by al-Tabarani in al-Mu ‘jam al-Awsat, no. 6273. Al-Arna ’ it graded
the first part as sahih, but the addition is da ‘7f due to the weakness of ‘ Abd al-
‘Aziz ibn ‘ Ubayd Allah (who appears in the source text as “Ibn ‘ Abd Allah,”
likely a scribal error) found in this specific chain; see Taqrib al-Tahdhib, no. 4111.
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40. Sufficiency in Lawful Wealth
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Hadith 56: Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘ Abdas al-Hir1
narrated to us: ‘Abd Allah ibn Ishaq ibn Ibrahim al-Baghawi
informed us: al-Fadl ibn Muhammad al-RGmi narrated to us:
Isma ‘1l ibn Ibrahim ibn al-Tarjuman'™ narrated to us: ‘ Amr ibn
Jami‘ narrated to us on the authority of Sufyan al-Thawri, on the
authority of Muharib ibn Dithar, on the authority of Jabir ibn * Abd
Allah al-Ansari — may Allah be pleased with him — who said: The
Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and his family and grant
them peace — said: “Whoever acquires lawful wealth with which
he preserves his honor,”> maintains his family ties, settles his
debts, and supports his neighbor, shall meet Allah on the Day of
Judgement with his face like the moon on the night of the full
moon. Whoever acquires forbidden wealth in order to increase,

121 “The Translator” or “The Interpreter.”

122 Lit. “his face” (wajhahu). As in Hadith 12, the face is a common metonym for

one’s honor and public standing.
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boast, and show off, shall meet Allah, the Mighty and Sublime,
while He is angry with him.”'>

123 Recorded by al-Bayhaqi in Shu ‘ ab al-Tman, no. 9890. The chain contains * Amr
ibn Jami‘, whom al-Nasa 1 classified as matrik and Ibn ‘ Adi charged with
fabrication (see al-Kamil, no. 1279). However, the description of the face
appearing “like the moon” for the highest rank of believers is established in Sahih
al-Bukhari (no. 3327).
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This marks the end of the forty chapters. Praise be to Allah alone,
and may His blessings and everlasting peace be upon our Prophet
Muhammad, his family, and his companions.

&
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Glossary of Key Concepts

Adab: Etiquette, manners, or proper conduct. In the spiritual
tradition, it refers to the refinement of character and the
observance of propriety with Allah, with the Prophet %,
and with creation.

Allah: The Arabic proper name for the One God. It is used by
Arabic-speaking Muslims, Christians, and Jews alike.

Amali: (Sing. Imla ’). Literally “dictations.” A traditional method
of instruction where a scholar dictates hadith from
memory or his books to students who write them down.

Arba‘Iniyyat: “The Forties.” A genre of hadith compilation
containing forty narrations, or sometimes forty chapters,
usually selected around a specific theme or purpose.

Awliya’: (Sing. Wali). Literally ““those who are near” or
“friends.” In Islamic theology and Sufism, it refers to the
““Friends of God” or saints; those whom Allah has taken
into His special care and protection.

Bid  a: Innovation. In religious contexts, it refers to introducing
new beliefs or practices into the religion that have no basis
in the Qur ’an or Sunnah.

Daniq: An ancient silver coin of small denomination, representing
one-sixth of a dirham.

Dhikr: Remembrance. The practice of remembering Allah,
whether through the silent recollection of the heart or the
vocal repetition of His names and attributes.

Figh: Islamic jurisprudence; the human understanding of the

Divine Law (Shari ‘a) as derived from the Qur an and
Sunnah.
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Fitna: Trial, tribulation, or temptation. It can refer to civil strife
within the community or personal spiritual tests that
distract one from Allah.

Futuwwa: Literally “youth” or ““chivalry.” A code of honorable

conduct and spiritual nobility in the Sufi tradition, often

associated with placing the needs of others above one’s
own and responding to harm with kindness.

Haqiqa: “Divine Reality” or “Truth.” In Sufism, it refers to the
inner experiential knowledge of God, often paired with
Shart “ a (the outer law).

Haya ’: Shame, modesty, or shyness. A spiritual state that prevents
the heart from inclining toward what is displeasing to
Allah. The Prophet # described it as a branch of faith.

Hilm: Forbearance. The quality of holding back one’s anger and
possessing a capacity for pardon despite having the power
to exact revenge.

Imam: The leader of congregational prayer or a widely respected
scholar and authority in the Islamic tradition.

Irada: Literally “will” or “volition.” In Sufi terminology, it marks
the beginning of the spiritual path: the spark of awakening
where the servant resolves to turn away from creation and
seek the Creator.

Istiqgama: Uprightness or steadfastness. It refers to the consistent
adherence to the straight path (al-sirat al-mustaqim) in
both outward obedience and inward state, without
wavering or deviation.

Izar: A lower garment or waist-wrapper worn by men, covering
the area from the navel to the knees.

Kalam: Islamic scholastic theology. It is the discipline of using

rational proofs to defend the articles of faith. Al-Qushayri
was a noted master of this science.
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Khamisa: A square woollen blanket or cloak with markings.

La‘ na: Curse. Theologically, it signifies expulsion from the mercy
of Allah.

Mawla: A term with multiple meanings depending on context,
including “master,” “client,” “freed slave,” or “patron.” In
isnads, it often refers to a non-Arab convert attached to an
Arab tribe.

Muhaddith: A traditionist or master of Hadith. A scholar who
transmits and teaches the sayings of the Prophet %, often
implying a high level of expertise in the chains of
transmission.

Murid: The aspirant or disciple. Literally “the one who wills” or
“desires.” It refers to the traveler on the spiritual path who
has submitted their will to the guidance of the Sacred Law
and a spiritual teacher.

Murii a: Often translated as “manliness” or “virtue,” it denotes a
comprehensive code of moral fortitude, dignity, social
propriety, and generosity.

Mustamli: The assistant in formal hadith dictation sessions
(amali) who repeated the shaykh’s words aloud so they
could be heard and accurately recorded by the audience.

Nafs: The soul or the lower self. In Sufi psychology, it often refers
to the egoistic drives and base instincts that must be
disciplined and purified.

Namira: A coarse, woollen cloak characterized by stripes.

Qana ‘ a: Contentment. The state of being satisfied with what one
hasbeen given, without looking covetously at what others

possess or seeking more than what is necessary.

Qattat: A specific type of slanderer or talebearer who eavesdrops
on conversations to spread gossip with malicious intent.
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Ribat: Literally “binding” or “tethering.” Historically, it referred to
guarding the frontiers of Muslim lands. In the Prophetic
tradition, it signifies spiritual vigilance and the discipline
of staying “stationed” in worship, such as awaiting the
next prayer.

Rida: Satisfaction or contentment with the Decree of Allah. Itis the
serenity of the heart in the face of destiny, accepting
whatever God sends without resentment.

Riya ’: Ostentation or showing off. Performing acts of worship to
be seen and praised by people rather than for the sake of
Allah alone. It is often termed “the lesser polytheism” (al-
shirk al-asghar).

Rugqya: Reciting verses of the Qur "an or Prophetic supplications
over the sick for the purpose of healing. It is distinct from
prohibited magic (sihr) or sorcery.

Sakina: Tranquility or divine peace. A state of calm and
reassurance sent down by Allah into the hearts of the
believers, strengthening their faith and resolve.

Sakha ': Generosity or munificence. The quality of giving freely
without being asked and without expecting anything in
return.

Shari‘ a: The Sacred Law or path revealed by God, governing
outward actions and religious obligations.

Shirk: Associating partners with Allah; polytheism. It is the only
unforgivable sin in Islam if one dies without repenting
from it.

Sidq: Truthfulness or sincerity. It is not merely speaking the truth,

but the alignment of one’s inward intention with their
outward action, doing all things solely for Allah.
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Silat al-Rahim: Upholding the ties of kinship. A mandatory
obligation in Islam involving kindness, financial support,
and maintaining contact with relatives.

Sunnah: The exemplary practice and custom of the Prophet
Muhammad %.

Tasawwuf: Sufism. The science of spiritual purification and the
path toward direct knowledge of Allah.

Tawakkul: Reliance or trust in Allah. The spiritual state of
entrusting one’s affairs to God while simultaneously
employing the necessary material means.

Tawba: Repentance. Literally “to return.” It is the act of turning
back to Allah from sin, accompanied by regret, cessation
of the sin, and a resolve not to repeat it.

Tawhid: The doctrine of the Oneness of God. In the spiritual path,
it goes beyond theological definition to a state of
witnessing that all power and effect belong solely to Allah.

‘ Ubudiyya: Servanthood or devotion; the state of acknowledging
one’s absolute dependence upon God and realizing the
fullness of humility before the Divine.

Wara ‘ : Scrupulousness. A high degree of piety where one avoids
not only the prohibited (haram) but also the doubtful
(shubuhat) and ambiguous matters to protect one’s
religion.

Wudi : Ritual ablution. The ceremonial washing of specific parts
of the body required before performing prayer.
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